
Comprehensive Home Safety Checklist for Aging in Place 
Aging in place requires a well-prepared home that prioritizes safety, accessibility, 
and comfort. This checklist covers key areas including general home safety, 
kitchen and bathroom safety, fall prevention, and smart home integrations to 
enhance overall security and ease of living for seniors. 

 

General Home Safety 
 Remove clutter from all rooms to minimize tripping hazards and create a 
more accessible living space. 

 Organize frequently used items within easy reach to reduce the need for 
bending or stretching. 

 Secure loose electrical cords along walls or behind furniture to prevent trips 
and falls. 

 Store heavy items on lower shelves to avoid strain when lifting and prevent 
items from falling. 

 Use smart home organization systems, such as voice-activated assistants, 
to remind users of scheduled cleaning and decluttering tasks. 

Kitchen Safety 
 Keep frequently used kitchen items at waist height to avoid the need for 
reaching or bending. 

 Use an induction cooktop to reduce fire risks associated with traditional gas 
and electric stoves. 

 Install automatic shut-off devices for stoves and ovens to prevent 
accidental fires. 

 Place non-slip mats near sinks and cooking areas to prevent slips caused 
by water or grease spills. 

 Ensure proper lighting in cooking and food preparation areas to improve 
visibility. 

 Install smart kitchen sensors that detect smoke, gas leaks, and excessive 
heat to prevent kitchen hazards. 
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Bathroom Safety 
 Install grab bars near toilets, showers, and bathtubs to provide essential 
support. 

 Use a sturdy shower chair for safer bathing and to reduce fatigue. 
 Apply non-slip coatings to the shower floor or use textured anti-slip tiles to 
improve traction. 

 Ensure proper ventilation to prevent mold buildup and maintain good air 
quality. 

 Use motion-activated smart lighting to provide clear visibility during 
nighttime bathroom visits. 

 Install a waterproof emergency call button near the toilet and in the shower 
to ensure immediate access to help. 

Fall Prevention 
 Install a fall alert system that provides real-time emergency notifications to 
caregivers or medical responders. 

 Remove or secure loose rugs and mats that could cause tripping. 
 Fix uneven flooring or install non-slip surfaces to reduce the risk of slipping. 
 Use mobility aids such as handrails and stair lifts to assist with movement 
around the house. 

 Arrange furniture to create clear pathways and allow for easy movement. 
 Install smart home sensors that detect movement patterns and inactivity, 
alerting caregivers if a potential fall occurs. 

Fire and Emergency Preparedness 
 Install and test smoke detectors regularly to ensure they are functioning 
properly. 

 Place a fire extinguisher in key areas such as the kitchen, garage, and near 
fireplaces. 

 Keep emergency exits clear of furniture or storage items for a quick and 
safe escape in case of emergencies. 

 Maintain functional locks on doors and windows to enhance security while 
ensuring they are easy to open in case of emergency. 
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 Use smart smoke detectors and fire alarms that send mobile alerts and 
integrate with home security systems. 

Lighting and Accessibility 
 Keep a flashlight in an easily accessible place for use during power 
outages or nighttime navigation. 

 Install bright lighting in all rooms, particularly in hallways, staircases, and 
entryways, to improve visibility. 

 Replace traditional switches with illuminated or rocker switches that are 
easier to locate and operate, especially at night. 

 Use motion-activated smart lights in hallways and bathrooms to 
automatically illuminate spaces when movement is detected. 

 Consider smart voice-controlled lighting systems to allow hands-free 
operation, enhancing convenience and safety. 

 

By implementing these home safety measures, seniors can significantly reduce 
risks and create a more comfortable, accessible living environment. Integrating 
smart home technology further enhances safety and provides peace of mind for 
both seniors and their families. 
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